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THE 
INTRODUCTION 


T is obſerved of the People of this 
Nation, that their Humour is, to 
reject all Things they cannot carry 
juſt according to their preſent Fancy: 


And many good Deſigns for the Publick 


have been loſt by endeavouring to make 


the Firſt Scheme too perfect. 

This is the Cafe, with Relation to the 
Suppreſſion of Duels ; which has been as 
often attempted here, as in any other 
Nation, tho' not with the ſame good 
Succeſs 3; becauſe we have miſtakenly 


ſtemper was to be wrought all at once. 
They, have had Patience after admi- 
niſtring the Remedy, to watch the Ope- 
ration; and according to the over - ſlow 


or violent Effects of it, alter'd their Pre. 


ſcriptions, till the Diſeaſe was wholly 
ee. ( Ihe 


thought the Cure of ſo inveterate a Di- 
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The Introduction. 


The Houſe of Commons at this Jun- 
_ ture ſeems to be diſpoſed to try what 
| may be done towards correCting ſo great 
| an Abuſe :; Therefore I thought it would 
4 be an Hour well ſpent, and an agreeable 

Service to the Publick, to point out be- 
8 forehand ſome of thoſe Authors Treati- 
ſes, Diſcourſes, and Laws, I have found 
Publiſh'd on this Subject, either by Fo- 
reigners or my own Countrey- men; that 
ſo, ſuch as have an Inclination, may 
readily inform themſelves of the Senſe 
and Opinion of Divines, Lawyers, and 
Soldiers, upon the Lawfulneſs or Unlaw- 
fulneſs of Duels. ED 


: The Firſt Place is due to the Trium- 
virate of Civilians 4lciat. Bocer and Beu- 
* zber * ; who have all written with great 


Judgment upon this Subject. 
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® Alciat, de Singulars certamine, Cap. 3. 
Bocer, Lib. 2. Cap. 8. 
Deut beur, Concluſ. 76. 
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The Introduction. 1 
But the firſt Author I find of this Nati- 


on, who treats of Dueli, is Gulielmus Ny- i! 
burgenfis, who flounſh'd in the Reign of 1 | 
K. Hen, 2. His Book has been lately It 
xe-printed by Mr. Herne, at Oxford. ſi 
Next is the famous Mr. Selden. He |! 
wrote a fmall Boek, call'd The Duello or 1 
Single Combat ; wherein he treats of Duels 
in general, but particularly of the Ex- 1 
trajudicial Duel; which is our Subject, 418 
in Cap. 4. The Book is common, being "ll 
lately re · printed. e 1:88 
In the Third Place, we may mention 18 
Sir Francis Bacon, His Charge againſt 1 
Duels in the Star- Chamber, when he was i 
Attorney General, upon the Trial of Frieſt [| 
and Wright, the one a Butcher, the other ns 
a BarbereSurgeon, is well worth reading. 0:08 
It was printed by Order, in 1614. and I 
now to be found in his Reſuſcit atio. 1 
Eiſhop Hall in his Caſes of Conſcience, . 
States this Queſtion, Whether I may law- if 
fully make uſe of Duels for the deciding of 


my Right, or Vindication of my Honour, 1 
Decad. 2. Calc. 2d. — | 


[az] Biſhop 1 
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The Introduction. 


Biſhop Taylor in his Ductor dubitanti- 


um, condemns the Extrajudicial Duel, as 
unjuſt, uncharitable, unreaſonable, againſt 
the Laws of God and Man, againſt the 


Piety of him that Survives, and the Hopes 


of him that Dies. Lib. 3. 9 | To Rule 
8. 133 


Dr. . Publiſh'd an Excellent 
Diſcourſe in 1687; ſetting forth the 
Sinful Nature and Miſchievous Effects of 
Due ls. 

The Prelates of France expreſi'd their 
Deteſtation of the impious Practice of 


Duelling in an Inſtrument dated at Parr, 


Auguſt 29. 1651. 
The Archbiſhop of Ambrun made an 
Elegant Remonſtration to the King of 
France, in the Name of the whole Cler- 
gy, expreſſing the Satisfaction they had 
in obſerving his Majeſty's Care in pro- 
hibiting Duelt, Auguſt 3d. 653. 

The Council of Trent treats of Duels 1 in 
Seſſ. 25. Cap. 19. 
In the Year 1613, or thereabouts, 
was Printed a little Treatiſe, call'd, The 
Duello foild, by 1 .of Queſtion and 

Anſwer. 
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The Introduction 


Anſwer. It contains many good Arpu- 
ments againſt the wicked Courſe of Du. 
elling, and Inſtructions how a third Pers 
ſon is to behave himſelf in making up 
a Quarrel. The Original! is in the Cotton 
Library. i 
In i636, came out a Treatiſe, enti- 
led, The DuePs Anatomy; wherein that 
Monſter is diſſected with- great Art. 
In the Second Volume of Spectators is 


a Leſſon on this Subject, worthy the 


Peruſal of Kings and Princes. 7 
In Julius Ferrettus's Book de antiqua 
illuſtranda & reſtauranda Militia, are no 
leſs than 122 Queſtions upon the Matter 
of Duels. P. 170. Fenet. 15775. 
There is a handſome Diſcourſe a- 
gainſt Unjuſt Valour in Duets, written by 
Captain Ward. He was in the Service af 
K. Charles the Firſt, in 1639. 
The Marſhals of France, upon a De- 
claration ſign'd by a great Number of 
Gentlemen, never to fight a Duel, gave 
their Judgment, that the ſame was con- 
formable to the King's Edicts, and the 
Laws of Religion and Honour. Parit, 
July 4 65 TY Seoar 
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The Introduction 
* Segar in his Book of Military Honour, 
hath feveral Chapters upon Duell:; but 
he being an Herald, molt of it relates to 
Judicial Duels ; and ſo is what Upton 
and other Heraldical Authors, have pub- 
Liſh'd : Wherefore I omit mentioning 
them, as not altogether to the purpoſe. 
Ihe firſt publick Judgment I meet 
=_— - with in England againſt Duels, is in the 

= 334 Year of the Reign of Edw. I. 1304, 

when Sir Nicholas de Seagrave was con- 
demn'd to Death for challenging John de 

crumbwell, and agreeing to go over into 

France to decide the Diſpute between 

them by Duel in that Countrey. Placit. 
de Term. Paſc. E. J. 

S t. Lewis, of that Name the 9th, firſt 
prohibited Duels in France ; many of his 
Succeſſors follow'd his Example, but to 
little or no purpoſe, till Lewis XIV. | 
came of Age, and enter'd upon the Go- 
vernment, in the Year 1643. This 

Prince, as in ſeveral other Attempts, ſo 
in this, was more fortunate than any 
of his Predeceſſors: And by a ſtrict 
Examination of the Laws, and a pro- 
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The Introduction. 
per Uſe of his Sovereign Authority, 


taught his Subjects another Way of a 
fpiring to Honour, than by killing one 
another for Punctilios and Trifles, Hu 
laſt Edif, together with the Rules eſta- 
bliſh'd by the Marſhals of France, con- 
cerning Satisfactions and Reparations in 
Quarrels, were tranſlated, and printed 
at London m 168 5. 

But moſt of theſe ** to be out · done 
in point of Piety and Zeal, by our PA. 
cifictk K. Jumes I. who having with great 
Concern obſerv'd the quick Growth of 
this poiſonous Weed in his Dominions, 
refolv'd to pluck it up by the Root; and 
to that end, publiſh'd an elaborate Pro- 


clamation 21 Dnels, with Directions 


annext to it how to proceed in judging 
and determining Quarrels of Honour; in 
framing of which, he not only made uſe 
of the Advice and Judgment of his great 
Lawyers and Counſellors at home, but the 
Intelligence of all his Miniſters and Agents 
abroad; who were directed to . 
to him, or ſome of his Privy Council, the 
fulleſt and beſt Accounts they could ga- 


ther, 
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Profeſſions, in condemning the Fantaſtick 
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ther, of the Methods us'd to ſuppreſs the 
Vice of Duelling, in the ſeveral Coun- 
T was on this i 
Occaſion the following Letter was wrote 
by Sir Fobn Finet, to one of his Maje- 
ſty's Privy Council, the Original where- 
of 1s in the Corton-Library. 
In this ſmall Collection may be ſeen 
the concurrent Opinions of Men of all 


Humour of Duelling, It would be no | 
hard matter to add to the. Liſt; but 


that does not ſuit with my ſhort Deſign. 


Whoever will give bimſelf tume to peruſe 
theſe few Authors and Laws, 1 have 


mention'd, or at leaſt ſome of them, 


will, I dare ſay, be effectually convin- 
ced of the abſolute Neceſſity there is 
for a Law to ſuppreſs ſo impious a 
Practice, and want neither Arguments 
nor Precedents to urge in behalf of it. 
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LETTER from PARIS, 


8 Upon the Subject of 


Duelling, 


Ricur Hoxovuranre, 


Had ſooner, and to 1: purpoſe obey- 
ed your Lordſhip's Pleaſure, in deliver- 
ing the Circumſtances of DUELS here, 
how quieted, or carried ſince their“ laſt 


Edict; if beſides the Abſence of my beſt 


Helps, and Deceits of others Promiſes, every 
Day "nil had not trained me on with the 
Hope (if I may fay ſo charitably) of ſome 


Quarrels (notwithſtanding their ſevere Re- 
ſtraint) by Executien to give Life to a New 
Law, and Matter for my Qbſeryations for the 
Uſe of your Lordſhip. 


— — — 
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rare Example; as, with the Report of ſundry 
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But finding more Smoak than Fire in theſe 
Heats--and Jealouſies of Reputation; and 
that the braveſt Gallant can (tor ought I ſee) 
be glad of ſo fair a Bridle, as a ſtrict Edict 
to rein in a dangerous Forwardneſs ; I began 
to turn back to my own judgment, and to 
ſo much as I had already drawn from o- 
thers Enquiry, for the Account, rather than 
the Diſcharge of my Duty. 


The particular - Cauſes, Points, Carriages, 
and Compoſitions of the lateſt and freſheſt 
Differences, T cannot yet come by (other 
than by flying Report; whoſe Word 1 dare 
not ſo far truſt, to give mine for it to your 
Lordſhip.) Such Secrets reſt in the Hands of 
Publick Miniſters, with whom my private 
Condition hath ſmall Credit. So the Rea- 
ſons and Lights I ſhall produce, in a Matter 
ſo worthy ot all due Illuſtration, are like to 
prove as mean as the Means that afford 
them ; yet all proceeding of a dutiful Endea- 
vour, whoſe directeſt Aim in this, is your 
Lordihip's Pleaſure and Satisfaction. 


To begin then at the Spring-Head of this 
Civil, or rather Domeſtick Miſchief of pri- 
vate Quarrels and Duels. : JI cannot find, ei- 
ther by Hiſtory, Report or Tradition of this 
Nation, that they were in practice, (at leaſt 
with ſo current an Abuſe) till after the 
= _ Combat 
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Combat granted by Henry the Second to“ Far: 
nac and Chategneraye; wherein the latter, an 
eſpecial Favourite, overcome and ſlain, left 
ſuch an Impreſſion of his Loſs on the King 
his Maſter, as drew from him a ſolemn Oath 
never - more to grant Combat : Whereupon 
ſucceeded the licentious Courſe of Duels ; e- 
very one thenceforth aſſuming to himſelf the 
Liberty of Challenge and Fight, at his plea- 
ſure, which before was eſteemd a kind of 
Treaſon, and Uſurpation of the King's Prero- 
gative, in whom only reſted the Allowance or 
Diſallowance of Single Combats. And there. 
upon (that the Devil might have the more 
Blood-Offerings made him upon the Altar of 
Nemefis) grew the Lie, Words of Diſgrace, 
Punctilios and Aſperſions of Honour, to cars 
ry a more ſtrong Senſe, than before, in the 
wveal Opinions of Men profeſſing Arms and 
Valour, thoſe becoming Cauſes of Mortal 
Quarrels, which our Great Grandfathers, and 1 
long before them, the Ancient Romans and = 
Grecians, true Purchaſers and Preſervers of 
Honour, never underſtood or dreamt of. But 
ſuch falſe Impreſſions, Infections of good 4 
Blood, may ſeem as Plagues, poured in this 
latter time, forth of the Vial of God's 
Wrath, upon the Minds of Men, as are o- 
ther loathſome Diſeaſes upon their Bodies; 
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| _ Contagion of Quarrels - hath been for a 


good Laws ſhould meet with ſo ill Obſervati- 


they had Examples to encourage them. 


C4) 


ſach as Former Ages never felt, at * ne- 


yer diſcovered. 


The Diſeaſes are certain ;. ſo muſt the Re: 

medies be too, as near as Art, Reaſon and 
Experience may he able to invent them. - The 
Phyſicians of State, eſpecially of this, where 


long time more Feſtilent than elſewhere, how 
often Aſſembl'd, and preſerib d for the Cure of 
this Frantick Evil of Duels. SY 


During the Reign of Heury the Third, ma» 
ny of Braveſt Nobility, and of theſe, 
. of his Greateſt Favourites, came to their 
untimely Ends by this poiſonous InfeQion, 
notwithſtanding the King's Endeavour to ſtop 
the Courſe of it by bis ſeveral Edicts and 
Ordinances. | 1 


Many have ſearched the Reaſons why ſa 


du: Some attribute it to the Remiſſneſs of 
the King, and by his Example, of the inte- 
riour Magiſtrate; when by often granting of 
Pardons, and ſlighting over the due Puniſh- 
ment of Crimes with Congivance or Indul. 
race, it bred Preſumptions in ſuch as natu- 
rally or maliciouſly ſtood always ready to 
Offend, to venture upon the like Favour, as 


| Others 
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Others are of Opinion, that the ſtrict for- 
bidding of Duels gave Men the better Stomach 
to them, as to Forbidden Meats, and ſtirred 
in them rather a Deſire to fight, than fear to 
be puniſſi d, like Women, to whom Jealouſiet 
and Reſtraints are Provocations : Love and 
the Defire of Homour (true or falſe) being two 
of the moſt violent Agitatigns of the Soul 
that bardlieſt endure Suppreh or Controuk 
ment: Neither is it ſtrange, that he that will 
dare to ſtake down himſelf Body and Soul, to 
another in a Duel, ſhould put it to adventure 
for the Courſe of Juſtice, when he ſhall have 
ſlain his Enemy, be the threaten'd Puniſhment 
never ſo ſevere ; ſince fighting, as he pretends, 
for Zſonour, it will be dearer (he thinks) and 
the | fweeter, the more dangerouſly he hath 
purchas d it; eſpecially, having his Revenge 
into the bargain. - But theſe are falſe Grounds 
to build upon. 


At is apparent, and within the compaſs of 
mine own Obſervations, that about ſome eight 
or nine Years ſince, when Daels were grown 


ſo licentiouſſy familiar, as it was no leſs com- 
mon to ſee TWo try it out with Napier and 


Dagger, ſtript to their Shirts in the Fields next 
St. Germain 's, than that was ſome thirty Years 
agone to light upon a. Buckler. Fray in Fleet. 
ſtreet or Smithfield. 


The 
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The King had no ſooner publiſh'd che Eaict 
of * Fontaynebleau, but for ſome fuur or five 
Months after, not any Man was ſcarce ſeen to 
ſtir in a Quarrel ; every one ſtanding at gaze 
who ſhould firſt break that dangerous Zce. The 
firſt Offence. was no ſooner committed, and a 
Pardon granted, but all broke looſe and return d 
to the old Diſaxger: So that not the latter 
| Reaſon of, Reſtzgins, but the firſt, of + emiſſne(: 

of: Authority, may ſeem to be the Cauſe of 
thoſe e and the Dae 


dience to good Orders. 


There are ** that think private autrrels N 
and Duels to have been purpoſely tolerated 
and wink d at, as the inſeparable Miſchief and 
the Tail of Civil War, Theſe hold it neceſſa- 
ry to ſuffer ill Humours contracted by general 
Diſcords, to ſpend themſelves in that particu · 
lar manner; — to allow that the travelld 
Body of an Eſtate, over- heated by ſuch vio. 

lent Motion, ſhould be let Blood at that Vein 

I to diſcharge it of the Matter, which _— it 
. ſelf, might infect the more Noble Parts; 

'M purged by ſtronger Phyſick, debilitate the! 
Whole to a greater Miſchief. But this is to 
drink drunk tor a Man s Health. 
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18 wt dome again of 50 that as 
ſome Diſeaſes are to have their Courſe, rt 


not to be ſtop'd at all in a Inſtant, 0 rhis; 


Where the rou oh Phyſician may bę more dan, 


8 than * gentle; but t tlleſe are but 
peculations. 


—_— ſhews what the 
Takara; the Impunity of theſe Abnſes, 


found, that within the Space of tex Tears, 
more "than fix thouſand 
granted for the killing ſo many Gentlemen, 


hath brought this Stäte 'to+ where hath been 4 
ardong have been 


(few-Men of meanner Stuff, lying or tr: 


with that unhappy Honour,) a Loſs, per- 


ha 


my. Defiwit eſſe remedio Lotus nbi que fue. 
rant vitia mores unt, ſa ith one. 


This Kingdom had been brought to that 


point of Extremity, but that the Remedy 


* +, 
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that ten Battles would not have = 
cei ed, at the Encounter of a mighty Ene. 


— 


apply d, was ſuddain and excellent: The © 


and flack Execution of the former Edict, 


may ſeem to have brought forth the Fulneſs, 1 
and threatned Severity of the laſt; ſuch 25 3 


hath hitherto reflrained, between Fear and 


Reſpect, the head ſtrong Forwardneſs of 'tHis 
quick. ſenſible Nation; and is like ſo to con- 
if the King by pardoning others, of- 


wo 


tinue, 


end, not himſelf, by the firſt Breach of it. 
Di! B But 


Advice of what is to come, may be ſaid to be 
the Child, of what is paſt; ſo the Defet ' 
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But how unhappy are we in Hain tht 
our. F eighboars, Amendment ſhould be fol- 


loyed by our) Sickneſs; they recovered, we.” 
lag: iter on | ht or 


| Your Lord{hip:knows, what ſtrange Sym- 4 
toch , we. have, of late endured; and worſe 
may. enſue, ib the bleſſed, Order intended. 
bripg. not a ſpeedy, Remedy. eit 30515017 dien 
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. enen 363 Envot 
| haye, en ee deſperately Sick, who 
wanting no, Counſel, nor Means of the heſt. 
to he found. for his Recgrery, hath been 
nebertheleſs, content; to hearken to a ſimple 
41 8 2 3 . 2 by | , 
good Womans telling him ſome homely Me- 
dicing; if be took it not, yet he ; favoured 
ber. o hear it; if he toak it, perhaps he, 
fared nevet the worſe for it. 
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It were a preſumptuous Folly in me, to 
thügk 10 be able to procure my Country's - 
Eaſe, in this Diſeaſe, wien there are ſuch 
excellent Miniſters of State, as; your Lord- 
ſhip, and others, for that Purpoſe; yet, 
that 1 may, with that good Woman, ſhew. - 
my good Will, I will be bold, (under your 
Loxdihup's Favour, (who honoured me, to 
7 me, an unskilful Emperic, in a Cure 
of 4 -Importagce) to produce fuch- Reme- 
dies, as I have received from others, or- 
found of my ſelf by Diſcourſe, or Cc m-. 
parulon. | 144-4 De 
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mation, are 944 Orger, 4 = 255 10 701 
imhat, without this, is 3 y without 28 I. 
asd ſerveth tather to ſtit an Tnclination up 
Weak to offend, than a deſire in * 9 
to correct evil Habits. Fetz who a 
of the 5 Man) not 4 Nomina bd. _þ 
Grace, will cheriſh the Acquit 92 7 Gy - 
ws, © With her. Aufterity ;. L en. Vie 
flatter him with = Et ruition of F e WII 
Mpuniſ y! wo 19182 907 _— 


As for Order. The 10 Courſe wn ph 
eſtabliſhed it, the Breach, of that brings farth 


"7 


Xecution ; 4 which will appear, à8 T. 7 
Matters afforg Matter for it. war, ty *. 51 


ef, 1 he: mean Ame, it wilt dot be ai 
to examine the Likelihogds, and if any A 


offer themſelves, or Fong at r. 
Hi make vu Et 
The Edi * Ak (as out of MD 
ColteQion, 1 cin derbe) having in, the 
Preambie f; poken of a * former Far ub" 


liſhed; Cut 5 llt obe GA as Duel are tre 
Confeſſed te to iy been i. ince, more ſreq cat, ) 


FL 4 


Boeth reh to work, to note the cr: VF pil 
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3 010% 
Subject of Quarrels to have been the F 
Opinios, inroated in the Hearts of the, Nolrlicy 
and Gentry of this Realm, AY they cannot 
demand or ſeek Right for a revenged Wrong 
by other way than by bes ſtain 
by Reputation, 


D210 — - 1 


If ſome of the main wrong 108 they take 
then) for which they ſeck;Right the, wrong 
Ways had been there ſpoken of, and that they 
ad prepar d for the removing and / annibs- 
if of them and their Effects, they ha 
ccorag us nearer the Root of the Mit- 


clugf. D 
1. f 95 


: S MJ Wink the Z is one 
Principal, devis'd, PE y ons of the 


755 eſtion 
as were Charming ords, or Spells, for the 
Deviliſh Uſe af Magicians; Who. lay. them- 
ſclyes, that they have no Operation, ynleſs 
our Belief accompany then i; no more hath 
the: Lye, but as it receiveth.ſirength fro 
weakneſs : For if Men have the Benefit - 
to be the 


Words beſtow'g upon e a 
omme reg 


Ley 8 of th Mind, for 
Uebe, the ings oi them 


wills and 'M 

* only conſiſt in the Sexce, they oarryi 

and not in the Zerters; and. the Injury 

N lie in the 774th, not in the Blame : 5 8 
o ſhould be more offended ith our ich 


tor the * # Truth; beeruſe 


* A 
4A 
o * 


r iS 1 
Tub, 
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Truth, than becauſe we are told of i it ; and 
ne ür Fad world that be, to Hake 
t appear thet the Untruth lies in ihe Auf- 
n than to'thiok our ſelves ry e 
ing 4 Lys. u %, 4 Challenge; a we nod 
do, en che er of Cuſtoms... } C7 ,7:L8 10 
13--RO!7 10 439 f 241 of” ;d 
The like may be faid, if apon'Vthe: report 
pf aTruth, of juft reprdof Gu Fable, :another 
give: me the Lye; may it not ſeem Revenge 
augti far nie that the Lye lies 44 him n 
b it me ukwobebily e ** : 
noWHt s 101 S995 2) ldeinowt:s vilodw 
M1 Words, like Pills, are 7 ſwallow, 
jot taſted ; if we chew them, they turn the 
fromach; ans meer with a prepoſterous Ope- 
at qn ; but the World reputes alt ſuch mild 
cmper, Colduef : it he. .a_. greatet © 
aldnefs to be i out of Reaſon by. 1 
rreath of Opinion. f 


e Irm 1. 


Om Narr proſunt, peccat 1 roll c Bag 1 
The Current of the World. 2oerh the con · 
ary way; and he that ſeeks the Remedy, 
eks that, as that honeſt Man did his Tart 
ife, againſt the Stream; 4s! he 1 is never 
ke to Saber *. e th, wean ber 
n & F 4 a a 
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mo ' Eaſe of it {finee of the Remedy 


—Cur 


Qrd 
Dart 
of? 


2; 
Fhe N there 
is ſmall hope) might perhaps be: by ſome 
Conſpiracy af Device; (as, When a ſmgular 
Knot of Gallants Agree to Wear Qat manner 
of Suit, to give vredit to a ew: Faſhion ). to 
bring the World into Opinion, that there 
were no Virtue dr Power in arge, to repel 
either an eſlen tial or. ſuppoſe cd AInjo ry. So per- 
haps, few or none would make uſe of it, :( no 
more than ſuch! ay knew; Ter of Honour 
do of giving a Lye upon a Lye}.as of 4 thing 
wholly unprofitable. Or elſe, for a ſtronger 


2 a ef dne NE 
ff No e mf 413 I-11 DIO 
Iba Metbod was afterwards uſed y great wyminr of 


1651. made 4 publick Declaration and ſocemn Pfote 
under their bands, to lefuſe all kinds of Challenyiij bad 
ever to fight a\DUEL on any Account mbar fis ih 


this Form: AJ 15 figns 


The ſabjain'd, by the preſent writing make a publick 
Dec!k: ation and lolemu Proteèſtatida of refufing alt : kinds 
of Challenges, and of not fighting any DUEL on any 
Occaſon whatſoever ; and of repdring, all kind of Teſti- 
mony of the Deteftation they have, of DUELS, as 
thing wholly contrary to Reaſon, to the Welfare anc 
Laws of the State and inconſiſtabt wih -Salvation and 


Shriſtian Religion; cho without renquncing the Righy 
Fopelig by a0 Lacful ways any lege that ſhall Þ 
be offercd them, according as cher” Profettibe and Birth 
ſhall oblige them to it; being alſo always ready on their 
Parts to give with Sincerity a right Underſtanding to 
thale-who ſhall conceive themſelves to have ſome Cauſe 
of Reſentment againft them, and reſolving not to give 
Occafion io any Man. Ak 8 

| Curb, 


( 13 ) 
Curb, an expreſs Act to be made, with the 
Qrdiaance of a ſevere Puniſnment, to be im- 
partially inflicted upon the Purſe or Perſen 
of Lye-givers as Enemies - of Cammon- bu- 
manity, and moſt vnciuil, | moſt dangerous 
Offenders. .. -: ae 1% V0 Net 

And as for the Lye, ſo Order to be taken” 
for: Words of :Diſgrace, Iaſamy. Slander, (for 
which, in Exg/azd,. we habe already. Laws in 
Force) of Stain, of Mens Faiths, Yaloars, 
(eſpecially. of ſuch as profeſs Arms) of Diſ- 
berour to Motbem, Wives, Sefters; and above 
all; for - ſtfict proceeding againſt Carriers of 
Challenges, either by Word or Cbartel, (of which 
x the 2th Article of the Edict takes ſevere 
x (Notice) as no leſs, or more worthy of Pu- 
y nibment than the Parties provoked, whoſe 
id 


on 3 OO 7 oo > © 4 TS M5 


Senſe diſt urb d, and Reaſon arreſted” by Cho - 
Pee commanding in Chief, have their Minds 
o invenom'd with the Imagination of 
the Offence, as Judgment is no more it 
ſelf, being controuled by Predominancy of 


«4 
% 


Arr. 12. Fhbeever ſhall Challenge any Men to the Field, 
n brbalf of anot ber, or certifie the Ch 11 enger, or be the Bearer 
f any diſtonourable Speech, ſhall be degraded from bis 
entry, deprived of Arms, be kept in perpetual Priſon, or 
uniſhed with ſome infamous Death, and forfeit for ever the 
if of bis Goods.  ' © i 8 
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a: if, in 3 83 t 
certain Sett f Men appointed, 


a(t 


ere cn | | 
thore be 
with Auth. 
rity to inquire of theſe: Abuſes and to paſit to 
their Putihreny, (reſerving. Gaſes: o extra- | 
ordinary Difficulty or Moment, to ligten un | 
more awful Judgment) Offenders would, no 
queſtion, | be more eircuni{pet;cwhen thay 
ſhould ſee ſuch Eyes and Hhapds © ayer: rhein, | 
ro diſcern and correct Dulordens.\; KA Di oj: 
An an on > (9210) 
To proceed, The. Edict 3 the. 1, | 
2d, and 3d Articles injoined a peaceable Life ] 
one with —— due Reſpect from Inferiours 6 
to Superiours; theſe to abſtain from o 
or inſulting over thoſe ;: and in the Ah refer u 
Matters unqueſtionable in the Law, to their 
lawtul-Remedy, forbidding all Form of: Quad. 
rel thereon, upon pain of Penalty to loſe 
the hing Controverted; Acne in the 
Fth Article, to the Permiſſion of demanding 
hs Combat, when the Outrage is held (6 
heinous, as that no way, but that of Arms | 
can repay it, without leaving a Man's Honour |, © 
ncereſted, | 


1 
_— * 9 


The a Articles, to the * are Decla · 
rations upon this Poiat. I have conſerred 
with ſundry about this Proceeding to the 
Combut; but cannot garher other than that it 
is the King's Word. rather than his . Inter: 
tion; and that as ſome have been held in 

Hand, 


—— „ — — — ö — 


/ 


Hand, ſince the Publication of the laſt * 
Edict, that they ſhall have the Combat grant- 


ed them, only to gain Time to ſee if 


that will ſettle their Spleens, and to amuſe 
ſome, who. ſtay their own Courſe, to gaze 
after the Succeſs of others; ſo he means, in 
Effect, not to grant any, but where the 
Cauſe may ſeem moſt extraordinary. It be- 
ing a- thing out of all Queſtion, upon the old 
Experience, of this Nations Humour, that 
if that ſpecious Way of Reparation or Trial of 


Honour by allowed Combat be laid open, by 
one or two. Examples, the King ſhall be ne. 
.ver a Day clear of the Importunity of De- 


. mands; ſince not the meaneſt + French Gentle. 


man, but thinks himſelf, in Courſes that_con- 


cern the Defence of his Honour, worthy 


* 


f as fair a Freedom, as the greateſt Prince 
in the Kingdom. 85 


Again, It appears by the gth Article, That | 


wholoever ſhall demand the Combat, without 
Juſt Cauſe, as having too light a Ground 


for his Offence, ſhall be diſmiſt with Re- 


, proach, Now, the Lye is pot determined 
to be the juſt Cauſe, nor any other (for 


5 * ä — 1 ä 


9 


* In 1632» 

I The Caſe was yet more extravagant in England; for 4. 
beur t he Tear 1614, a Butcher and a Barber-Surgeon were 
tried in the Star Chamber, for Dueiling/ See Sit Francis 
Bacon's Caarge againſt Duelling, in 1614. | 

| ought 
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ought I can ſee) defined ; who then will ven- 
ture a Complaint, to be reproved 2 Unleſs 
he be as ſure of the Equity of his Complaint, 
as the Locreyſes muſt have been of the Good- 
neſs of the Law they meant to propound ; which 
they muſt not offer to do, without a Halter 
about the Neck, that if it were not eſteemed 
wholſome for the Common Weall, they 


might be hanged out of Hand, as bufie Inno · 


Vators. 


Tf the Cauſes of Demand of Combat had 
been expreſſed, or at leaſt, touched in their 
' Heads, the Law, no doubt, had been clearer, 
and the Law-makers Intention to have it duly 
Executed, more apparent. 


The Party offended is to addreſs him - 


ſelt for Redreſs (as by the 6th Article) to 


the Officers there appointed, who are by the 
th, to Summon the Offender; but if he 

be not ſummoned, there is no Penalty ex. 

preſsd for the Officer; who is, perhaps, 
Father, Brother, Ally, or great Friend of the 

| ſaid Offender : Where then ſhall the Offended 
have his Remedy, but by being his own 
Carver: Unleſs it be by his Recourſe di- 
rectly to the King, allowed him by the 8th 
Article) who, indeed, being the Perſon we 


moſt honour, is the moſt proper to deter- 


mine the Extent of Honour. 


Another 
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Another Defect that may appear in the 
Edict, is, that no Order ſeems to be taken for 


the Prevention of ſudden Encounters which 
almoſt daily occur, and (as ſome think) are 


by ſome purpoſely plotted for Couzenage of 


the Law; as, with us in England, when two 
falling at Odds, one faith, that is my way 


Home, and the other makes it of Purpoſe to 


meet with him, which the firſt meant he 
ſhould do, by that incluſive Challenge, avoiding 
the Danger of willful Murder, it he chance 
(never ſo wilfully) ro kill his Enemy ; but the 
Danger of this cannot be much, as it cannot 


be often, and is readily hinder'd by - parting. 


All the other Articles concern the Proceeding 
againſt the Infringers of the Edict either Prix- 


cipals or Acceſſories by Pecuniary or Perſonal 
Puniſhment, which are to receive Strength and 


Virtue according to the Stitineſs or Slackneſs 
of their Execution. 


The main S news of this are Examples, which 
(as good Men here doubt) are likelier ta 
find Matter than Will for their Exerciſe; con» 
trary to the Humour of the ſeverely Politick 


Venetian, who thinks his new Law can en- 
counter no greater Happineſs, than to have a 


ſpeedy Operation upon ſome eſpecial Offen- 


ders: The greater the Perſon, the better the 


Eſſects by the Terror that follows ſuch Impar- 
tial Juſtice. I remember, at my being in 


C3 Iraiy, 


— — 
- 
—— CO ðͤ „ 


. — —— a * 4 
-\ * , — — - - = % — — — ho 
„ „ OW WE „»» „„ 


e 
= — 
——— — 2 — 7 
S o *S"_ > 


—MN— . 4 
— — 


—— 2 — — . 
N w—_— ww — 
* 


(618) 


Italy, there: came a Bardo out againſt Piſtols : 
Whoſoever was found to carry any, was to 
be Hanged, or upon Favour, to paſs Ten Years 
Slavery in the Gallies: A Gentlemen of Vero- 


na of 2 Good Houſe, that either heard not, 


or fear d not the Law, was taken ſome Three 


Days after the Publication, with two about 


him: His Indictment immediately form d, his 


Sentence that Day pronounced, he was the 


the next Day Hang d with the two Piſtols tied 
to his Feet, for the World to take the better 
Notice of the Cauſe of his Puniſhment. We 
credit our Eyes more than our Ears. The Way 


by Precept is about ; the readieit is by Ex- 


ample. 


I have held your Lordſhip too long with 


theſe Impertinencies : The Reon why I have 


ſearched out, and produced theſe poor Reaſons, 
Was to obey your Lordſhip; and rather by 


their Diſcourſe to e "ſomewhat, than 


to vaunt my ſelf to underſtand any thing, which 


1 not already fully underſtood by your Lord- 
p. 


It reſts, that I deliver that little I can learn, 
of what your Lordſhip ſeem'd more particu-' 


larly deſirous to be reſolved ; what Reparation 


they have here for the Lye, a ow, calling of 
: Coward, and the like! * 
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They hold that Words may be tepaid with 
ort (ſo Wind for Wind) demanding Par- 
on, wheteof' the Shame is a Puniſhment, ac- 
nowſedging- Meatneſs, Cboler, "Ins" | 
Kc. 2 


The Blom goeth farther; as it brings more 
ence with it ; therefore Pardon muſt be crav d 
th the more Submiſſion of the Aſfailant;” con- 
ng that he deſerves. and is ready to receive 
he Tike of hims he bath offended ; whom, if due 
de / pelt of infringing the King's Laws; and the 
ike. had not reſtrained, his Life, had been lite 
nough to have paid for it; achnow/edging the 
ther; Falowr, Gentry Virtue, and his o. 
Veak: 15 both of. Paſſion and Halility ; wiſh- 
#; that he had loft. of his own Blood when he 
uffered himſelf to be ſo tranſported, and the lite: 
50 far forth as the Quality of the Cauſe ſhall 
-auſe the Judges to urge or modiſie us Satiſ- 
action. — 
Where Words of Reproach —— the Lye; 
or the Lye a Blow, upon a juſt Choler, the Par- . 
ties ſeem to ſtand upon no great Odds of Ground, : 
and are the more eaſily reconcilable; But an J 
Impertinent or Raſh Lye, or a Blow, given up- 
on an Implicit or Conditional Lye, are thoſe 
that are more reaſonably to be repay ed by the 
former Demand of Pardon. 


Theſe 
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to diſlipate that blazing Comet that fiery 
Exhalation which threatens nothing but Blood 


Theſe are the Collections (Right Hogours- 
ble) I am able to frame here = the Service 
of my Country and your Lordſhip ; whereio, 
if but in one Word they pleaſe, I ſhall think it 
a Happineſs. 


And fo beſeeching the Almighty to bleſs 
the Endeavours of your Lordſhip in ſo excel. 
lent Work, and to impart to his moſt Excellent 
Majeſty of his Heavenly Virtue, wherewith 


and Horror on the Heads of many of his 
faithful Subjects; 1 humbly take my FW 


and reſt 
Jour Lordſbip's 
ever moſt Devoted to ſerve Tou, 
Paris 19. Feb. 


Sti. Ver. 1609, 


John Finet. 
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